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MassMutual Center - Springfield, MA

2025 FORM FOR NEW BUSINESS ITEMS

Fossil Fuel Divestment March 25, 2025 5:
NBI Name Date and Time
Richard Goldberg retired

Delegate Making the Motion Cell Email Association Represented or Retired
Kathy Greeley retired

Delegate Seconding the Motion Cell Email Association Represented or Retired

According to the MTA Standing/Special Rules:
With the exception of items on the agenda, all substantive motions shall be submitted in writing to the Presiding Officer.

MOTION

MOVED:

Whereas in 2022 and 2023 the MTA Convention passed motions calling for the divestment of Massachusetts
pension funds directly involved in fossil fuel extraction and indirectly in banking, financial services, and other
businesses that profit from it; and

Whereas, this MTA Conventiuon continues to call upon the state pension funds (those included in the Pension
Reserve Investment Trust (PRIT) managed by the Pension Reserve Investment Management (PRIM) Board to
be divested of all direct and indirect fossil fuel holdings; and

Whereas, it is requested that the two educator representatives to the PRIM Board (both MTA retired) report
periodically to the MTA Executive Board on the state of fossil fuel divestment;

Therefore, be it resolved, the status of fossil fuel divestment and the efforts of our representatives to PRIM to
rarrvy niit thiea mntinn chall he made tn navt vear'e ranvantinn

SUBMITTER’S RATIONALE:

Climate change is the existential threat to humankind. Few would argue the necessity to transition to

a world economy based on sustainable energy. Our own inaction to move to divestment in fossil fuels

is evident in our inability to act on what we know. Our PRIM representatives won't move until the
legislature tells them to. Bills calling for fossil fuel divestment never advance to a final vote. The result
is that no progress is made on fossil fuel divestment. By passing this NBI we can at least keep the issue
alive and hold our officials both on the PRIM Board and the legislature accountable;

DUES IMPACT:

None
SUBMITTER’S COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE:

None
MTA COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE (For MTA use only):

$0; 5 hours
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NEW BUSINESS ITEMS submitted by 5 p.m. on Monday, April 28, will be distributed to the delegates at
Registration and commence to be considered at the Friday session.

New Business Items with a policy implication must be submitted by 5 p.m. on the Monday (April 28)
prior to the Meeting of Delegates and shall be considered throughout the meeting at times determined
by the Presiding Officer.

New Business Items WITH budgetary implications should be submitted either by the Monday prior to
the Annual Meeting (April 28) or no later than prior to the conclusion of business on Friday (May 2) at
the Annual Meeting so that they may be acted upon prior to adoption of the annual budget and the
dues for FY2025-2026, which will occur Saturday morning. A New Business Item WITH budgetary
implications is defined as any activity or action that would result in an additional expenditure of more than
$1,000 by the MTA. New Business Items WITH budgetary implications will be considered in the order in
which they are received but before other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications.

Other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications may be submitted during the meeting up
to the end of the first hour on Saturday morning (by approximately 10 a.m. Saturday, May 3). These may
be considered during the meeting in the order in which they are received.

Submit to MTAGovernance@massteacher.org

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Freeling, Director of Governance and
Administration Division at jfreeling@massteacher.org.
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