
2025 FORM FOR NEW BUSINESS ITEMS 

 NBI Name  Date and Time

Delegate Making the Motion  Cell       Email          Association Represented or Retired

Delegate Seconding the Motion   Cell         Email      Association Represented or Retired 

According to the MTA Standing/Special Rules:  
With the exception of items on the agenda, all substantive motions shall be submitted in writing to the Presiding Officer. 

MOTION 
MOVED: 

SUBMITTER’S RATIONALE:  

DUES IMPACT:  

SUBMITTER’S COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE: 

MTA COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE (For MTA use only): 

NBI 05



NEW BUSINESS ITEMS submitted by 5 p.m. on Monday, April 28, will be distributed to the delegates at 
Registration and commence to be considered at the Friday session. 

New Business Items with a policy implication must be submitted by 5 p.m. on the Monday (April 28) 
prior to the Meeting of Delegates and shall be considered throughout the meeting at times determined 
by the Presiding Officer.  

New Business Items WITH budgetary implications should be submitted either by the Monday prior to 
the Annual Meeting (April 28) or no later than prior to the conclusion of business on Friday (May 2) at 
the Annual Meeting so that they may be acted upon prior to adoption of the annual budget and the 
dues for FY2025-2026, which will occur Saturday morning. A New Business Item WITH budgetary 
implications is defined as any activity or action that would result in an additional expenditure of more than 
$1,000 by the MTA. New Business Items WITH budgetary implications will be considered in the order in 
which they are received but before other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications. 

Other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications may be submitted during the meeting up 
to the end of the first hour on Saturday morning (by approximately 10 a.m. Saturday, May 3). These may 
be considered during the meeting in the order in which they are received.   

Submit to MTAGovernance@massteacher.org 

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Freeling, Director of Governance and 
Administration Division at jfreeling@massteacher.org. 
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	NBI Name: Promoting Responsible Investment Too
	Date and Time: 03.25.2025 10:49 pm
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	MOVED: In order to divest public pension funds from the manufacture, production, sale, and promotion of Weapons of Mass Destruction, the Massachusetts Teachers Association shall join the Massachusetts Coalition for Responsible Investment in endorsing S.767 / H.1264 (“AN ACT PROMOTING RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT”). MTA will sign on to an organizational letter urging the bill’s passage on Beacon Hill.
	SUBMITTER'S RATIONALE: The MTA is responsible for taking positions on issues that affect educators and students in Massachusetts. At the 2007 Annual Meeting, for example, delegates voted to support “expedited” withdrawal of troops from Iraq and to impose “limits on aggressive military recruitment in the state’s public schools.” As recounted in the August-September 2007 issue of MTA Today, 
          
“The new business item on Iraq noted that educators believe that ‘conflict resolution must not only be taught in schools but must as well be modeled by local, state, national and international leaders.’ It further noted that the costs of supporting military operations in Iraq are ‘indisputably impacting schools, our students, and our communities by diverting money away from public education, health care, and social programs.’” (MTA Today, Vol 38 No 1, p. 13)
    
A similar diversion of public funds from sustainable/socially responsible investments toward destructive military ventures affects the communities where we live and work today. While the state’s pension fund invests more than $2.1 billion of taxpayer money (7.42% of total state pension holdings) in companies associated with weapons of mass destruction (including Raytheon, Northrop Grumman, Elbit, Maersk, and Lockheed Martin), military conflicts around the world remain one of the largest sources of carbon emissions. Citing legal standards around fiduciary responsibility, opponents of efforts to divest from fossil fuels routinely give excuses about why we have no democratic say over the social impact of public funds. It’s long past time to change those laws.  

The Coalition for Responsible Investment comprises Jewish Voice for Peace Boston, Massachusetts Peace Action, Massachusetts Warheads to Windmills Coalition, and NuclearBan.US. Joining these progressive organizations for sustained peace and human thriving, the MTA would be in good company.
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